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DIABETES, EPILEPSY DISCUSSIONS SET FRIDAY 
AT 'CONFERENCE ON HIDDEN DISABILITIES' 
4-14-75 
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Personnel from St. Patrick Hospital, Missoula, will discuss diabetes and a student · 
from the University of Montana in Missoula will discuss epilepsy Friday, April 18, at the 
"Western Montana Conference on Hidden Disabilities." The conference, offered without 
charge for all teachers, parents, children and other interested persons from western 
Montana, will be from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn, Missoula. Conference 
registration will be at 8 a.m. Friday. 
Hospital personnel who will discuss diabetes Friday are Sandra Greene, a registered 
nurse who is director of the local Diabetes Education Program (DEP), and Patricia Boyd, 
a registered dietitian. They will speak at 9 a.m. Friday. 
Michael M. McCarthy, a UM student who is president of the Western Montana Epilepsy 
Association (WMEA), will discuss the social aspects of epilepsy at 10:30 a.m. On the 
same program with McCarthy will be Dr. Henry J. Gary, Missoula, a neurological surgeon, 
who will discuss the physical aspects of epilepsy. 
A third conference discussion entitled "Other Health Aspects" at 1 p.m. Friday will 
focus on such subjects as brain tumors, leukemia and heart problems. Speakers will 
include two physicians from the Western Montana Clinic (WMC) ·- Dr, Warren E. Thamarus, 
a pediatrician, and Dr. George H. Reed, a cardiologist. 
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Dr. J, Francis Rummel, dean of the UM School of Education, is chairman of Friday's 
conference. Discussion moderators from Missoula will include Laura Norman, president of 
the Montana Diabetes Association, the diabetes program; Dr. Robert B. Duncan, assistant 
professor of education at UM, the epilepsy discussion; and Dr. Jack L. Rudio, director of 
special services for Missoula School District 1, the "Other Health Aspects'' program 
moderator. 
The concluding portion of Friday's conference will be an open forum at 2:30p.m. 
Answers to specific questions about hidden disabilities will be given at that time. 
The Rev. Dan Smith, assistant pastor at Christ the King Church, will present the 
opening prayer at the conference. 
Other conference cosponsors besides UM and the WMEA are: the DEP; WMC: St. Patrick 
Hospital; Missoula County Health Department; Regional Services to the Handicapped; Montana 
Diabetes Association, and Missoula public schools. 
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